
Note Regarding Washington State School Vaccine Requirements and Exemptions

Dear Walla Walla Catholic School Families,

Some parents in our community have expressed concern over the possibility of a future 
Washington State mandate requiring SARS-CoV2 specifically for students. Currently, there is no 
mandate in place for students to receive the vaccination for this novel virus. The Walla Walla 
Catholic Schools wholeheartedly respects the rights of our parents to choose what is best for the 
health and well-being of their children. There is currently a vaccination mandate in place for 
teachers and all school employees, and the school is providing religious exemptions for those 
employees who are not comfortable being vaccinated.

It is important to recognize that there are certain vaccines (not related to COVID-19) that are 
required in Washington State for attendance at public, private, and certified schools and day care 
centers (see RCW 28A.210.120). This medical information must be provided to the school 
before attendance is allowed, and kept up to date, as some vaccines requirements are only for 
older children (booster of tetanus). However, most vaccination requirements can be exempted for 
personal or philosophical beliefs, with the exception of MMR, which would require a religious or 
medical exemption only. Please see this document from the Washington Department of Health 
for more information on current exemptions. Because personal, philosophical, religious, and 
medical exemptions have been allowed in the past in regards to previous vaccination mandates, 
we are confident that this will continue to be the case in the event that a new COVID-19 
vaccination for students is announced sometime in the future.

It has been suggested that we do absolutely everything in our power to avoid state requirements 
regarding masks, vaccinations, and testing, perhaps even giving up our status as a school in favor 
of becoming an educational club. However, a move like this would bring with it the potential for 
loss of accreditation, inter-school sports competitions, and other inter-school activities. We 
understand that the various COVID-19 protocols such as masks, testing, quarantining, and 
distancing are all an extra burden on everyone in our community, especially our teachers and 
students. But, these burdens do not jeopardize the good work that we are doing at the Catholic 
schools, and do not require such drastic measures. We have shown that even in the midst of these 
challenges, we can still carry out our mission to form disciples of Jesus Christ - strong in virtue, 
exceptional in learning, and generous in service.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.120
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-106_CertificateofExemption.pdf

